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DOES YOUR CHEMICAL SPILL REQUIRE OEHS RESPONSE?
How a chemical spill is handled is dependent on its size, associated hazards of the released material(s), available 

resources, and the experience/competence level of the laboratory personnel/responder. Use the flow chart 
below to differentiate between a minor and major chemical spill.

Have personnel been trained on proper spill 
response? 

Are the hazards of the spill known? 

Is the spill greater than 1 liter?

Is the material highly toxic by skin contact?

Is the spill likely to escalate to an emergency 
(e.g. fire, oxygen deprivation, IDLH, LEL, etc.)?

Does the material produce an inhalation 
hazard such as harmful vapors/dust?

Are personnel comfortable responding to the 
spill?

Was material released into the environment 
(e.g. into a drain, waterway, grass, or dirt)?

Do the hazards presented by the spill exceed 
those of routinely working with the chemical?

Do personnel have access to adequate spill 
response materials and equipment, including 

appropriate PPE?

MAJOR CHEMICAL SPILL

Evacuate the work area and immediately 
call TUPD at (504)-865-5911.

Be prepared to provide the following informa-
tion: 

• Your name 
• Identity of chemicals and location 
• Identity of physical state and quantity 
• Identity of situation hazards (e.g., water 

near water-reactive chemical, source of 
ignition near flammable materials, etc.) 

• If the material has spread to any drains 
or to the environment

Personnel may perform Limited Actions on 
their way out of the work area, such as:

• Closing fume hood sash if spill is  con-
tained in hood

• Opening fume hood sash if spill is locat-
ed outside of hood

• Shutting off heated equipment or gas 
lines

• Stabilizing reactions. 

Only perform such actions if no immediate 
danger is present. Personnel should notify oth-
ers in the area of the spill and be available to 
relay spill and/or work area details to TUPD. 

This is a MINOR chemical spill. Lab person-
nel may clean up the spill themselves using 
the guidance provided on Page 2 and the 

chemical Safety Data Sheet.   
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MINOR CHEMICAL SPILL RESPONSE STEPS
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*NOTE: For powdered chemicals, 
use one of the following methods 
to clean up the spill: Sweep care-
fully to avoid generation of dust, 
use moist absorbent pads, OR wet 
the powder with a suitable solvent 
and then wipe with a dry cloth.

Put on protective equipment, 
including at a minimum: safety 

goggles, gloves, and a long-
sleeve lab coat.

Confine spill to as small an 
area as possible. Protect floor 

drains or other means for 
environmental release.

Use appropriate spill kits 
or absorbents to neutralize 

corrosives, absorb the spill, or 
both.*

Request a waste pickup from 
OEHS at OEHS@tulane.edu.

Decontaminate surfaces 
involved in the spill using a 

mild detergent and water, as 
appropriate.

Collect contaminated materials 
and residues and place in a waste 
container. Label the container as 
hazardous waste and identify 
the contaminating chemical.

Re-order any used spill kit supplies to ensure enough 
is on hand for future spills.

Notify all individuals in the 
general vicinity that a spill has 

occurred.

Isolate the area and keep 
other personnel out of the 

contaminated area.

If spilled material is flamma-
ble, turn off ignition and heat 
sources. WARNING: Do not 
light Bunsen burners or turn 

on other switches.

Refer to the Material Safety 
Data and/or your SOP for 

appropriate PPE.
Notify Area Supervisor.

Avoid breathing vapors from 
spill, and if possible, open out-

side windows.


